developed an economic theory of parental investment to explain how the relative profitability of sons and daughters varies under specific ecological conditions. In their maternal condition hypothesis they proposed that in polygynous species, the sex of an offspring should be associated with the amount of parental care likely to be made available to it. In these species, the amount of parental investment directed towards offspring may differentially influence the fitness of male and female offspring because males in better than average condition as adults may enjoy larger fitness gains than a female would if she were in better than average condition, while the reverse may be true when conditions are poor. I tested this hypothesis by determining the sex of specific offspring within house wren broods. Because hatching is asynchronous and fledging is synchronous in this polygynous species, last-hatched young fledge having received less parental care than their broodmates. I predicted that last-hatched offspring would be more likely to be female. I found that these young were indeed more likely to be females, were more likely to have hatched from last-laid eggs and were fledging in poor condition relative to their broodmates. I propose that female house wrens behave in a manner consistent with the predictions of the Trivers & Willard hypothesis by producing female offspring last in the laying sequence of their clutches.
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Because the costs and benefits to the parents of producing sons and daughters can vary under specific ecological conditions, Trivers & Willard (1973) proposed that variations in sex-specific profitabilities will lead to predictable departures from an even offspring sex ratio. Trivers & Willard developed their maternal condition hypothesis for polygynous breeding systems, and they proposed that the sex of the offspring produced should be associated with the quality of the parents' breeding situation. In polygynous systems, parental investment may differentially influence the fitness of male and female offspring because males in better than average condition as adults may enjoy larger fitness gains than females in better than average condition, while the reverse may be true when conditions are poor (Trivers & Willard 1973) . The logic behind this is that usually only competitive males will eventually have a chance to breed, while average or low-quality females might have access to breeding opportunities. Thus, parents should skew offspring sex ratios according to the quality of the parental care that can be provided, producing sons more often when conditions are good and daughters more often when conditions are poor.
Associations between parental condition and offspring sex ratio have been observed in a wide variety of vertebrate systems. Clutton-Brock et al. (1984) documented that sons of dominant female red deer, Cervus elaphus, outreproduce their sisters and that the daughters of subordinate females outreproduce their brothers. As would be predicted in these circumstances, dominant females are more likely to produce sons and subordinate females are more likely to produce daughters. Similar associations between maternal condition and offspring sex ratio have been observed in woodrats, Neotoma floridana (McClure 1981) , humpback whales, Megaptera novaeangliae (Wiley & Clapham 1993) and domestic swine, Sus scrofa (Meikle et al. 1993) , to name just a few species.
The Trivers-Willard hypothesis assumes that: (1) the condition of the young at the end of the period of parental investment is influenced by the quality of parental care the young receive during the stage of dependency; (2) the differences among young at the end of the period of parental investment carry over into adulthood; and (3) 
